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Curriculum Vita
Sylvia Rockwell, Ph.D.

______________________________________________________________________________


Areas of Specialization (Teaching)
1.  Positive Behavior Support:  Four Levels

2.  Functional Behavioral Analysis

3.  Characteristics of Students with Mild to Moderate Disabilities:  Specific Learning Disabilities, Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Mild to Moderate Intellectual Disabilities
4.  Methods, Materials, and Curriculum for Students with Diverse Learning Needs
5.  Introduction to Special Education
6.  Universal Access Principles for Curriculum Development and Instruction

Areas of Specialization (Research)
1.  Resilience

2.  Affective Education

3.  Positive Behavior Support

4.  Instructional Strategies & Learning Strategies  

5.  Service Learning and Student-owned Businesses

6.  Benefits and Barriers to Segregated Center Placement for Students with Emotional and 

     Behavioral Disorders

7.  Universal Access Principles for Curriculum and Instruction
Academic and Professional Training

2013


Backpacking Across the Digital Divide




I Pad Applications for Classroom Use




Augmented Reality Training

2012


ESOL




Category III Training 




18 in-service hours

2011


CHAMPS




Proactive Behavior Management Training

2010


Reading Instruction




Response to Intervention

2009


Test-taking Skill/Strategy Instruction




Team Building




CHAMPS

2008


AVID




Excel




PLC Facilitation

2007


Online Course Observation Training

2005


Web CT Training

2005


Intel:  Teach to the Future Training

2003


Clinical Educator Training

1994-1999

Ph.D.  Curriculum and Instruction




Cognate in Special Education / Specialization in School Psychology 




and Curriculum Development / University of South Florida 




Rockwell, S. (1999). Center placement for students with severe emotional 



disturbances:  Factors that contribute to positive outcomes (Dissertation).  



University of South Florida.

1993


MA  Degree in Behavioral Disorders




University of South Florida    St. Petersburg, FL

1981-1984

Mild/Moderate Exceptional Education Certification Courses 




Louisiana State University    Baton Rouge, LA

1976


Wilderness Education Courses for Eckerd Youth Camps  (12 Hours)




St. Leo’s College    Dade City, FL

1976


Gifted Education  (6 Hours)




University of South Florida    Tampa, FL

1972-1973

BA  Degree in Elementary Education




University of West Florida    Pensacola, FL

1970-1971

AA  Degree in Elementary Education




Okaloosa Walton Junior College    Niceville, FL
Professional Experience
July 2012-Present
Assistant Professor




Ocala Center




Saint Leo University

January-March
Provided training on the Characteristics and Learning Needs of Students
        2011                    with Mild to Moderate Disabilities (Specific Learning Disabilities, Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Intellectual Disabilities, and Autism)


Provided training on Classroom Management, Functional Behavior Assessment, and the development of Individual Behavior Intervention Plans


Ministry of Education


Muscat, Oman
2009—Present

Educational Consultant




Tactical Teaching




Palm Harbor, FL

2007—Present

Behavior Coach (part-time)



Hillsborough County Schools




Tampa, FL

2006—Present

Online Instructor




Undergraduate and Graduate Level Education Courses




Saint Leo University

2005—2007

Assistant Professor of Education




Elementary Education Program



Saint Leo University




Madison, FL

Responsibilities include advising students in the elementary education program, teaching courses in behavior management, methods for teaching language arts, human exceptionalities, assessment, educational governance, and field supervision.
2004—2005

Teacher of Students with Severe Emotional Disorders




Pasco County, FL

2003—2004

Visiting Assistant Professor




University of Central Florida




Clermont, Florida
Responsibilities included advising, serving on department committees, field supervision, serving on a doctoral committee, and teaching undergraduate and master’s level courses in exceptional student education. 

September—January
Consultant with Project Central at the University of Central Florida

    2002—2003 
Wrote a book for the DOE on the implementation of metacognitive



strategies for reading and math at the elementary and secondary levels.




The universal access principles for curriculum and instruction are being 



used as the foundation and framework for the book. 
March—July  

Consultant to the Partnership for Families in Education

     2002

Wrote a curriculum with an emphasis on resilience and the cognitive-



behavioral research to be used with adolescents and parents of 




adjudicated youth
2001-2003

Consultant to Walton County, GA from October until May




Positive Behavior Support Training

January—May 
Varying Exceptionalities Teacher

   2002—2003

Countryside High School




Clearwater, FL

August—January  
Technical Assistance Specialist

       2001

Florida Positive Behavior Support Project




Division of Applied Research and Educational Support




Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute




University of South Florida

August—May  
Assistant Professor

 2000—2001 

Piedmont College  (satellite campus)  Athens, GA



Responsibilities include advising students on a satellite campus, acting as faculty advisor to the student chapter of SCEC, co-teaching the graduate seminar class, advising students in the development of master’s exhibition portfolios, serving on the College Academic Planning Committee*, serving on the Academic Assessment Committee*, and teaching courses in mental 
retardation (undergraduate level), emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) (master’s level), and conducting field supervision.
*The College Academic Planning Committee is charged with the task of reviewing all college programs and making recommendations for 3 year and 5 year goals for program development.  Members of this committee are appointed by the administrative offices.




*The Academic Assessment Committee is charged with developing 



assessment processes for all programs to use in evaluating students’ 



progress on program outcomes.  This committee also monitors each 





program’s plans and reports relative to the goals of the college and 




develops an annual report on the outcomes.  In addition, this committee 



reviews research proposals submitted by students and faculty and acts as 



an institutional review board for the college.  Members of this committee 



are elected by the faculty.

1994-2000

Courses taught at the University of South Florida as a graduate assistant 



and an adjunct


1994-1996

Supervised Level I Practicum Students for the University of South Florida

1998-2000

Varying Exceptionalities Specialist at Kennedy Middle School




Pinellas County, Florida

1987-1998

Centers for Students with Severe Emotional Disorders




Elementary Teacher, Middle School Teacher, and Curriculum Advisor




Pinellas County, FL

1981-1985

Gifted Elementary (1 semester), Third Grade (1 semester), 





Behavior Disorders (7 semesters) / Baton Rouge, LA

1976-1980

Eckerd Educational Therapeutic Wilderness Camps




Floral City and Milton, FL

1974-1975

Gifted Elementary / Hernando County, FL

1973-1974

Minami-Rinkan, Japan




Private School / Taught English to Japanese Adults

Publications  (Refereed)

Rockwell, S. (2009).  New Teacher Workbook  MODULE 2: Classroom Management. Kappa Delta Pi.

Rockwell, S. (2008).  Working smarter, not harder:  Reaching the tough to teach. Part II. The Record, 44(2) 56-60.  Indianapolis, IN:  Kappa Delta Pi.


Rockwell, S. (2008).  Working smarter, not harder:  Reaching the tough to teach.

Part III. The Record, 44(3), Indianapolis, IN:  Kappa Delta Pi.


Rockwell, S. (2008).  Working smarter, not harder:  Reaching the tough to teach.

Part IV.  The Record, (to be published in May or June). Indianapolis, IN:  Kappa Delta Pi.

Rockwell, S. (2007).  Working smarter, not harder:  Reaching the tough to teach.  Part 1.  The Record, 44(1), 8-12.  Indianapolis, IN:  Kappa Delta Pi.
Note: The 4 part series listed above developed for Kappa Delta Pi provided information on how to develop lessons using 6 principles identified through research to be effective in teaching students with diverse learning needs.


Rockwell, S. (2007).  You Can’t Make Me!  From Conflict to Cooperation in the Classroom (elementary level). Corwin Press.


Rockwell, S. (manuscript in progress).  You Can’t Make Me! From Conflict to Cooperation in the Classroom  (secondary level). Corwin Press.


Rockwell, S. (2006).  Tough to Reach, Tough to Teach:  Students with Behavior Problems (2nd edition).  Council for Exceptional Children.


Rockwell, S. (2006).  Teaching the fourth R:  Resilience. Kappa Delta Pi Record, 43(1), 14-19.

Guetzloe, E., & Rockwell, S. (2003). Preventing hopelessness in children and adolescents.  Beyond Behavior, 12(3), 20-24.


Rockwell, S., & Guetzloe, E. C. (1996).  Group development for students with emotional and behavioral disorders. Teaching Exceptional Children, 29(1), 38-43.

Rockwell, S.  (1995). Back off, cool down, try again:  Teaching students to manage

aggressive behaviors.  Reston, VA:  Council for Exceptional Children.





Rockwell, S. (1993). Tough to reach, tough to teach:  Students with behavior disorders.  Reston, VA:  Council for Exceptional Children.

Publications  (Reviewed by Consulting Editors)

Rockwell, S. (In Press).  Back off, cool down, try again:  Teaching students to manage aggressive behaviors, 2nd edition. Alexandria, VA:  Council for Exceptional Children.


Rockwell, S. (March, 2004).  Work smarter—not harder.  ACRES Conference Proceedings.


Rockwell, S. (March, 2004).  GYRO:  Giving youth resilient options.  ACRES Conference Proceedings.


Rockwell, S. (Piloted September 2002-December 2002).  True north:  Building resilient families.  Tampa, FL:  Partnership for Family Involvement in Education.


Rockwell, S. (2003).  Metacognitive strategy instruction.  Orlando, FL:  Project Central. 


Guetzloe, E., & Rockwell, S. (1998).  Fight, flight, or better choices:  Teaching nonviolent responses to young children.  Preventing School Failure, 42(4), 154-159.


Rockwell, S. (2000). Service learning:  Benefits and barriers.  Beyond Behavior (manuscript accepted for publication in a special issue to be published this year) 


Rockwell, S. (1999). Ghost children:  Uncovering distress and depression in a typical middle school. Reaching Today’s Youth 4(1), 8-13.


Rockwell, S. (1998). Overcoming four myths that prevent fostering resilience. Reaching Today’s Youth, 2(3), 14-17.


Rockwell, S., Cuccio, S., Kirtley, B., & Smith, G. (1998). Developing personal and interpersonal responsibility in children and youth with E/BD.  Reston, VA:  Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders.

Rockwell, S. (1997). Mentoring through accessible, authentic opportunities.  Preventing School Failure, 41(3), 111-114. 


Rockwell, S. (1997). Building responsibility through entrepreneurship and service.

Reaching Today’s Youth, (1)4, 43-48


Rockwell, S. (1994). Parenting resilient children.  The Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Problems, 3(2), 11-13.

Publications  (Invited)

Rockwell, S., & Guetzloe, E. C. (1998).  Group development for students with emotional and behavioral disorders. In K. Frieburg (Eds.),  Educating Exceptional Children 98/99 (pp. 120-125). Guildford, CT:  McGraw-Hill.  


Rockwell, S. (1996). Parenting resilient children.  In S. Green, Timely Issues In Print Series:  The Resilience Factor (pp. 105-107).  East Carolina University Regional Training Center.

Keynote Addresses, Guest Lectures, and Invited Presentations

2011 (August)

Motivation 101:  What to Do When You Try Harder and They Don’t



Summer Vocal Institute




Tampa, FL

2011 (August)

Managing the “You Can’t Make Me Moments”




Summer Vocal Institute




Tampa, FL

2010 (August)

Classroom Management Workshop




Clair Mel Elementary School




Tampa, FL

2009 (October)
Featured Session on Urban Teaching



Kappa Delta Pi Convocation




Orlando, FL




Co-presenter:  Jason Pepe

2009 (February)
Reclaiming Opportunities and Realizing Dreams: Facilitating the Self-righting Potential of Youth

Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavioral Disorders


Kansas City, MO
2008 (Summer)
UNTIE 




Hillsborough County School District




Administrators’ Training




Tampa, FL




Co-presenter:  Jason Pepe

2007 (November)
Managing Power Struggles




Featured Speaker




Kappa Delta Pi




St. Louis, MO

2007 (February)
Work Smarter—Not Harder:  Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners




Saint Leo University 




Department of Education Conference




Gainesville, FL

2006


Work Smarter—Not Harder:  Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners



Senior Seminar



Saint Leo University 

Gainesville, FL
2005


From Chaos to Community:  

Building Effective Classroom Management Systems

Kappa Delta Pi Conference




Orlando, Florida




November 3, 2005

2005


You Can’t Make Me!




From Conflict to Cooperation




Kappa Delta Pi Conference




November 4, 2005

2005


Council for Exceptional Children 

National Web Seminar

From Conflict to Cooperation:

Effective Classroom Management

November 10, 2005

2005


North Florida Community College




Student Support Services Workshop




Preparing for a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education




November 30, 2005

2004


Council for Exceptional Children




National Web Seminar




Reaching the Tough to Teach:  Research-based 



Best Practices for Managing Students’ Behaviors

2004


Diversity and Differentiated Instruction 




Juvenile Justice Facility




Lake County, FL





2003


Panelist 



Second Annual Behavior Management Conference




University of Central Florida
2002


Invited to speak with the Rotary Club of Clearwater at the Clearwater 



Country Club on the topic of Education and Services for Students with 



Varying Exceptionalities at the Secondary Level
2002


Invited to assist the Florida Partnership for Family Involvement in 




Education staff in conducting the Train-the-Trainers workshops for True 



North:  Building Resilient Families in Tallahassee, Florida

2002


Invited to present in June at a conference/training institute sponsored by




the school district in Ohio Valley, KY

Topics of the Three Presentations:  Group Development for Students with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders,  Affective Education for Students with Mild-to -Disabilities, and Interdisciplinary Curriculum Development and Instruction for Elementary Level Students Using the Universal Access Principles for Curriculum and Instruction 

2000


Keynote Speaker and Workshop Presenter  




44th Annual Ontario Federation CEC Conference




Ontario, Canada 

2000—2001 

From Conflict to Cooperation

Four workshops conducted over 8 months targeting instruction and behavior management in classes for youth with EBD.




Gordon County, GA

1998


Topic of Presentation:  Fostering Resilience




Up with Achievement Conference




St. Petersburg, FL
1998  


Reaching the Tough to Teach




Allegheny Intermediate Unit Regional Convention




Pittsburgh, PA

1998  


Choice and Change




Allegheny Intermediate Unit Regional Convention




Pittsburgh, PA

1998  


Back Off, Cool Down, Try Again:  Adolescent Behavior Management




Challenge to Excel Summer Institute / FDLRS 




St. Petersburg, FL

1998


Expo 98




Calvin A. Hunsinger School




Pinellas County, FL

1997


Developing Personal and Interpersonal Responsibility in Children and 



Youth with E/BD  (Strand Leader and Presenter)




Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders




Dallas, TX

1997


Summer Training Institute for the Council for Children with Behavioral 



Disorders




“Turning Kids on to Learning and Keeping Them in School”




Louisville, KY

1996


RESPECT / Getting Down To Business




Co-presenter with J. Welch




Annual Minority Issues and Multicultural Educational Conference




Tampa, FL

1991


Beginning Teacher Workshop on Affective Curriculum




Pinellas County, FL

1988-1991

Annual Guest Lecturer for C. M. Wilson’s Education Classes




Okaloosa Walton Junior College




Niceville, FL

Conference Presentations (Reviewed Proposals)

2011 (April)

Honoring the Journey:  Overcoming the Odds in Challenging School Environments



National Association of Elementary School Principals Conference




Co-presented with Dr. Jason Pepe




Tampa, FL

2007 (March)

Math Attributions





RCML Conference




Cleveland, Ohio

2007 (February)
Work Smarter—Not Harder:  Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners




Saint Leo University 




Department of Education Conference




Gainesville, FL

2006 (April)
Put More Power in Each Hour!  Maximize Achievement by Integrating Instructional and Behavioral Components
Pre-conference Workshop
Council for Exceptional Children International Conference
2004  (May)

Covert Operations:  The Missing Link in Behavior Intervention Planning 



for Older, Higher Functioning Youth



Florida Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders Conference




Lee County, FL

2004  (March)

GYRO:  Giving Youth Resilient Options




Association for Rural Educators in Special Education




Orlando, FL

2004  (March)

Work Smarter—Not Harder



Association for Rural Educators in Special Education




Orlando, FL
2001  (October)
Serving the Main Course without Watering It Down




Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders National Conference




Atlanta, GA




Co-presenter with Dr. Laura Frey

2001  (October)
Teacher Emotions and Student Emotions:  The Relationship of Student




and Educator Affective Needs



                                    Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders National Conference




Atlanta, GA



Co-presenter with Dr. Laura Frey


2001  (April)

Benefits and Barriers to Center Placement for Students with EBD




International CEC Conference 




Kansas City, MO

2001  (March)

Reframing Risk Factors through Proactive Instruction




12th Annual Regional Youth at Risk Conference




Savannah, GA

2000  (May)

Serving the Main Course without Watering It Down




Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders Regional Conference




Biloxi, MS

1999  (April)  

You Can’t Make Me!  From Conflict to Cooperation in the Secondary 



Classroom




Council for Exceptional Children Pre-conference Workshop




Charlotte, NC

1997  (April)

The Stress Reduction Tool Kit for Pre-service Teachers  (Poster Session)




International Council for Exceptional Children




Salt Lake City, UT

1997  (April)

Resilience:  A Developmental Perspective




Co-presenter with Dr. E. C. Guetzloe




International Council for Exceptional Children




Salt Lake City, UT

1996  (April)

On A Positive Note:  Preventing Violent Behavior by Fostering




Resilience and Enhancing Emotional Health




Co-presenter with Dr. E. C. Guetzloe




International Council for Exceptional Children




Orlando, FL

1996  (April)

Getting Down To Business (Poster Session)




International Council for Exceptional Children Conference




Orlando, FL
1995  (October)
Getting Down To Business




Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders




Dallas, TX
1994  (April)

Developing Group Dynamics with Students Exhibiting Emotional




and Behavioral Problems




International Council for Exceptional Children Conference




Denver, CO

1993  (October)
Developing Group Dynamics with Students Exhibiting Emotional




and Behavioral Problems




Florida Federation Council for Exceptional Children Conference




Miami, FL

1992  (October)
Prosocial Affective Intervention Strategies Model




International Council for Exceptional Children Conference




San Antonio, TX

1992  (August)
Beginning Teacher Workshop on Computer Generated IEPs




Pinellas County, FL

1991  (October)
Prosocial Affective Intervention Strategies Model  




Florida Federation Council for Exceptional Education Conference




Jacksonville, FL
Grants  (Authored / Managed)

2004


Submitted a Cognition Grant




Requested Budget:  $350,000.00 per year for 3 years

Purpose:  Investigate the efficacy of cognitive-behavioral training and targeted metacognitive skill instruction on the academic achievement levels of youth at risk for school failure




Status:  Denied
2003


Toni Jennings Exceptional Student Institute




Internal seed grant that supports collaboration with district and state level 



educators and juvenile justice administrators




Requested Budget:  $3,000.00




Collaborative efforts are currently in progress toward the development of 



federal and state funded research on the effects of cognitive-behavioral and 


metacognitive strategy instruction for students who are at risk for school 



failure and juvenile justice involvement
1996


PASSD Grant through the Florida Department of Education




$5,000.00  Performance Assessment System for Students with Disabilities




Assessment procedures and tools were developed for evaluating the social 



and emotional growth of student with SED in alignment with state and 



county performance standards.

1995


Teach for Excellence Education Foundation Mini-grant Recipient




$1,500.00  The grant project included research on the different types of 



intelligences demonstrated by students with SED.  Instructional materials 



were purchased and thematic unit plans were developed to address the 



strengths of the students.

1994


National Foundation for the Improvement of Education Grant Recipient




$4,000.00  This was one of only 13 grants awarded nationally during the 



1994 period.  The grant examined the effects of service-learning projects 



and student-owned mini-businesses on attendance, academic achievement, 


and desire to remain in school for students with SED during the middle 



school years.
1991


Teach for Excellence Education Foundation Mini-grant Recipient

$1,500.00  The grant project included incentives for academic achievement and behavioral improvement through an integrated thematic approach to instruction.  The culminating activity was a trip to the MGM Studios after students had mastered academic content related to film making and had demonstrated socially acceptable behaviors.  The students involved in the grant project were in a middle school program for students with SED. 

1989


Teach for Excellence Education Foundation Mini-grant Recipient

$1,500.00  This grant project was developed to examine the effects of earned field trip experiences on students’ behavior in school and on the quality of their writing.  Students composed books after taking community-based field trips.  The last trip was an overnight camp-out.  As a culminating activity, parents and other school officials were invited to a reception during which copies of the students’ books were dedicated to the school library.  Students received copies of the books for personal use.

Awards and Honors

1994


International Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders




Professional Performance Award

1993


Finalist for Chapter 176 CEC Teacher of the Year Award

1991


Teacher of the Year Award at Calvin A. Hunsinger School

1989


Distinguished Alumni Award from Okaloosa Walton Junior College

1989


Anclote Fellowship

Service to the Community  (Local and National)

2007—Present

Reviewer of Manuscripts




Corwin Press

2007


Discipline in the Schools




Presentation to the Rotary Club




May 3, 2007




Madison, FL

2006 to 2007

University Senator for Saint Leo University’s University Senate

2006 to Present
Member of the Saint Leo University Curriculum Committee

2006 to 2008

Past President




Florida Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders

2005


Florida Department of Education




Exceptional Student Education Rule Workgroup




To rewrite state rule for Special Programs serving



Students with Emotional Handicaps
2004-2006

President




Florida Suncoast Chapter 




Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders

2004


Diversity and Differentiated Instruction 




Juvenile Justice Facility




Lake County, FL

2004


Southeastern Region Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders




Co-editor of the online journal

2003


Expert Witness and Consultant (unpaid)




Investigation of student abuse allegations against a teacher of students with 


emotional and behavioral disorders/Provided research-based best practice 



information to the school board attorney and assisted in drafting questions 



used at the pre-trial hearing 




Pinellas County School Board

2003


Regional Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders Committees for 



disseminating information about research-based best practices through 



publications and conferences
2002—2003
 Served on a committee at Countryside High School charged with implementing strategies that will increase students’ reading comprehension skills school-wide across all disciplines

2001—2004
 
IDEA Partnership:  The Associations of Service Providers Implementing




IDEA Reforms in Education (ASPIIRE)

2001—2003 

Elected Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Council for Children




with Behavioral Disorders at the international level  (2 year term of office)
2000


Academic Planning Committee




Piedmont College

2000


College Planning Committee




Piedmont College

1993-Present

Field reader for Teaching Exceptional Children 

1999


Conducted Seminars for the University of South Florida, St. Petersburg 



Teachers for All Students (TAC) Program on instructional strategies, 



overcoming learned helplessness, and behavior management.

1998-2000

School Advisory Committee  




Teacher Representative Kennedy Middle School

1995-1997

Student Member-at-Large on the Executive Committee of the 




International Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders
1993-1994

Pro-Ed Training Cadre




Pinellas County Schools

1992-1993

Facilitated the development and execution of the Middle School Proactive 



Plans at Calvin A. Hunsinger School

1991-1993

Middle School Team Leader




Calvin A. Hunsinger School

1990-1992

School Advisory Committee Chairperson




Calvin A. Hunsinger School

1989-1998

Peer Teacher for the Beginning Teacher Program

Professional and Honorary Memberships
Kappa Delta Pi
Council for Exceptional Children   

Pi Kappa Pi

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  (ASCD)
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